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Just Another Epic Love Poem 
Akhbari, Parisa  

Over the past five years, Mitra Esfahani has known two constants: her best 
friend Bea Ortega and The Booka dogeared moleskin she and Bea have been 
filling with the stanzas of an epic, never-ending poem since they were 13. For 
introverted Mitra, The Book is one of the few places she can open herself 
completely and where she gets to see all sides of brilliant and ebullient Bea. 
There, they can share everything, Mitra's complicated feelings about her absent 
mother, Bea’s heartache over her most recent breakup, nothing too messy or 
complicated for The Book. Nothing except the one thing with the power to 
change their entire friendship: the fact that Mitra is helplessly in love with Bea. 
Told in lyrical, confessional prose and snippets of poetry Just Another Epic 
Love Poem takes readers on a journey...as Mitra and Bea navigate the changing 
nature of I love you. 
TEEN FIC AKHBARI  

 

 

Amelia, If Only 
Albertalli, Becky 

Amelia Applebaum isn't in love with Walter Holland. He just happens to be her 
favorite moderately famous, chaotically bisexual YouTuber. Who she just 
happened to invite to prom. (But it's fine. No, for real. If you delete the post, 
it didn't happen.) Okay, maybe her friends are 
right: She's slightly parasocially infatuated. But Amelia just knows sparks 
would fly—if only she could connect with Walter for real. If only he would host 
a meet and greet. If only it were just a short road trip away. And if only Amelia 
could talk her best friends into making it the perfect last hurrah before 
graduation—even her newly single, always-cynical, guitar-toting best friend 
Natalie. One thing's for sure: All roads lead to butterflies. But what if Amelia's 
butterflies aren't for Walter at all?  
TEEN FIC ALBERTALLI (LIBBY)  
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Icarus 

Ancrum, K. 
Icarus Gallagher is a thief. He steals priceless art and replaces it with his 
father's impeccable forgeries. For years, one man--the wealthy Mr. Black--has 
been their target in revenge for his role in the death of Icarus's mother. To keep 
their secret, Icarus adheres to his own strict rules to keep people, and feelings, 
at bay: Don't let anyone close. Don't let anyone touch you. And, above all, 
don't get caught. Until one night, he does. Not by Mr. Black but by his 
mysterious son, Helios, now living under house arrest in the Black mansion. 
Instead of turning Icarus in, Helios bargains for something even more 
dangerous--a friendship that breaks every single one of Icarus's rules. As 
reluctance and distrust become closeness and something more, they uncover 
the gilded cage that has trapped both their families for years. One Icarus is 
determined to escape. But his father's thirst for revenge shows no sign of 
fading, and soon it may force Icarus to choose: the escape he's dreamed of, or 
the boy he's come to love. Reaching for both could be his greatest triumph--or it 
could be his downfall. 
TEEN FIC ANCRUM 

 

 

All that’s Left in the World 
Brown, Eric J. 
When Andrew stumbles upon Jamie's house, he's injured, starved, and has 
nothing left to lose. A deadly pathogen has killed off most of the world's 
population, including everyone both boys have ever loved. And if this new 
world has taught them anything, it's to be scared of what other desperate 
people will do . . . so why does it seem so easy for them to trust each other? 
After danger breaches their shelter, they flee south in search of civilization. But 
something isn't adding up about Andrew's story, and it could cost them 
everything. And Jamie has a secret, too. He's starting to feel something more 
than friendship for Andrew, adding another layer of fear and confusion to an 
already tumultuous journey. The road ahead of them is long, and to survive, 
they'll have to shed their secrets, face the consequences of their actions, and 
find the courage to fight for the future they desire, together. Only one thing 
feels certain: all that's left in their world is the undeniable pull they have toward 
each other.  
TEEN FIC BROWN 

 

 

Felix Ever After  

Callender, Kacen 

Felix Love has never been in love—and, yes, he’s painfully aware of the irony. 

He desperately wants to know what it’s like and why it seems so easy for 

everyone but him to find someone. What’s worse is that, even though he is 

proud of his identity, Felix also secretly fears that he’s one marginalization too 

many—Black, queer, and transgender—to ever get his own happily-ever-after. 

When an anonymous student begins sending him transphobic messages—after 

publicly posting Felix’s deadname alongside images of him before he 

transitioned—Felix comes up with a plan for revenge. What he didn’t count on: 

his catfish scenario landing him in a quasi–love triangle....But as he navigates 

his complicated feelings, Felix begins a journey of questioning and self-

discovery that helps redefine his most important relationship: how he feels 

about himself. Felix Ever After is an honest and layered story about identity, 
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falling in love, and recognizing the love you deserve.  

TEEN FIC CALLENDER 

 

 

Kween 

Chum, Vichet 
A searing, joyful YA debut about a queer Cambodian American teen's journey to 
find her voice and step into her legacy, perfect for fans of Ibi Zoboi and 
Elizabeth Acevedo. Soma Kear's verses have gone viral. Trouble is, she didn't 
exactly think her slam poetry video through. All she knew was that her rhymes 
were urgent. On fire. An expression of where she was, and that place...was a hot 
mess. Following Ba's deportation back to Cambodia, everything changed. Her 
Ma is away trying to help Ba adjust to his new life, and her older sister has 
taken charge with a new authoritarian tone. Meanwhile, Soma's trending video 
pushes her to ask if it's time to level up. With her school's spoken word contest 
looming, Soma must decide: Is she brave enough to put herself out there? To 
publicly reveal her fears of Ba not returning? To admit that things may never be 
the same? With every line she spits, Soma searches for a way to make sense of 
the world around her. The answers are at the mic. From debut 
author Vichet Chum comes a celebration of Khmer identity, queerness, and 
embracing the complicated histories that shape who we are and want to be.  
TEEN FIC CHUM (LIBBY) 

 

 

I Wish You All the Best 

Deaver, Mason 

When Ben De Backer comes out to their parents as nonbinary, they're thrown 

out of their house and forced to move in with their estranged older sister, 

Hannah, and her husband, Thomas, whom Ben has never even met. Struggling 

with an anxiety disorder compounded by their parents' rejection, they come out 

only to Hannah, Thomas, and their therapist and try to keep a low profile in a 

new school. But Ben's attempts to survive the last half of senior year unnoticed 

are thwarted when Nathan Allan, a funny and charismatic student, decides to 

take Ben under his wing. As Ben and Nathan's friendship grows, their feelings 

for each other begin to change, and what started as a disastrous turn of events 

looks like it might just be a chance to start a happier new life.  

TEEN FIC DEAVER 
 

 

The Summer of Bitter and Sweet 

Ferguson, Jenny 

Lou has enough confusion in front of her this summer. She'll be working in her 

family's ice-cream shack with her former best friend, King, who is back in their 

Canadian prairie town after disappearing three years ago. When she gets a 

letter from her biological father, Lou immediately knows that she cannot meet 

him. While King's friendship makes Lou feel safer, when her family's business 

comes under threat she soon realizes that she can't ignore her father forever.  

TEEN FIC FERGUSON 
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Canto Contigo 

Garza Villa, Jonny 

In a twenty-four-hour span, Rafael Álvarez led North Amistad High School's 

Mariachi Alma de la Frontera to their eleventh consecutive first-place win in 

the Mariachi Extravaganza de Nacional; and met, made out with, and almost 

hooked up with one of the cutest guys he's ever met. Now eight months 

later, Rafie's ready for one final win. What he didn't plan for is his family 

moving to San Antonio before his senior year, forcing him to leave behind his 

group while dealing with the loss of the most important person in his life--his 

beloved abuelo. Another hitch in his plan: The Selena Quintanilla-Pérez 

Academy's Mariachi Todos Colores already has a lead vocalist, Rey Chávez--the 

boy Rafie made out with--who now stands between him winning and being the 

great Mariachi Rafie's abuelo always believed him to be. Despite their 

newfound rivalry for center stage, Rafie can't squash his feelings for Rey. Now 

he must decide between the people he's known his entire life or the one just 

starting to get to know the real him. 
TEEN FIC GARZAVIL 

 

 

The Perfect Guy Doesn’t Exist 

Gonzales, Sophie 

In this enemies-to-lovers romcom for fans of Ashley Poston and Rainbow 

Rowell, a fangirl brings her fictional heartthrob to life and finds that the real 

world might just be better than fiction Ivy Winslow has the house to herself for 

a week and her only plans are to binge-watch her favorite fantasy TV show, H-

MAD, hang out with her best friend, Henry, and avoid her former best friend-

turned enemy (and neighbor), Mack. But things go awry when Ivy wakes up one 

morning to find Weston, the gorgeous and very fictional main character of H-

MAD, in her bedroom, claiming to be her soul mate. Ivys fanfic writing has 

somehow brought Weston as she's imagined him to life, but living out her 

fanfiction dreams isn't all it's cracked up to be. Her not-so-fictional crush is 

causing some major real-world problems and Ivy is desperate for help. To 

figure out why Weston is suddenly three-dimensional, she ropes Henry and a 

reluctant Mack into the chaos. As they spend more time together, Ivy and Mack 

are forced to deal with the fallout of their broken friendship and might just 

realize that they both want something more. 
TEEN FIC GONZALES 

 

 

The Redemption of Daya Keane 

Gordon, Gia 

“Emotional and empowering, The Redemption of Daya Keane is full of the kind 

of heart and truth that vibrates off the page." —Amber Smith, New York Times 

bestselling author of The Way I Used to Be We Are Okay meets 

The Lesbian's Guide to Catholic School in this heartfelt, queer coming-of-age 

story set against the backdrop of a small town's evangelical megachurch 

culture. The end of Daya Keane's junior year in Escondido, Arizona, is anything 

but expected. And it starts when her longtime swoon-worthy crush, Beckett 

Wild, actually talks to her at a party neither of them should've been at. But 

as Daya's best friends, Stella and B'Rad, are quick to point out, smart, cute, 

artistic Beckett is also the poster girl for the wildly popular youth group at 
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Grace Redeemer, the megachurch Daya's mom prays at and pushes her 

daughter to attend. Amid the concert-worthy light shows, high-energy live 

band, and pastor preaching to love thy neighbor so long as thy neighbor "gets 

right with God" first, Daya struggles to find her place in a house of worship that 

doesn't seem to create space for someone like her. Then again, she never 

planned to fall this hard for a girl like Beckett Wild. Now Daya has to decide 

how far she's willing to surrender to Beckett's world of Grace Redeemer, and 

who she's willing to become to be with her. A fearless and profound tale ideal 

for readers of Jeff Zentner and Jennifer Dugan, The Redemption of Daya Keane 

gives an intimate and unforgettable look into a world that demands to be seen.  

TEEN FIC GORDON (LIBBY) 

 

 

We Are Okay 

LaCour, Nina 

Marin hasn’t spoken to anyone from her old life since the day she left 

everything behind. No one knows the truth about those final weeks—not even 

her best friend, Mabel. But even thousands of miles away from the California 

coast, at college in New York, Marin still feels the pull of the life and tragedy 

she’s tried to outrun. Now, months later, alone in an emptied dorm for winter 

break, Marin waits. Mabel is coming to visit, and Marin will be forced to face 

everything that’s been left unsaid and finally confront the loneliness that has 

made a home in her heart.  

TEEN FIC LACOUR 

 

 

 

 

 

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of 

the Universe 

Sáenz, Benjamin Alire 

Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. Dante is a know-it-all who 

has an unusual way of looking at the world. When the two meet at the 

swimming pool, they seem to have nothing in common. But as the loners start 

spending time together, they discover that they share a special friendship—the 

kind that changes lives and lasts a lifetime. And it is through this friendship 

that Ari and Dante will learn the most important truths about themselves and 

the kind of people they want to be.  

TEEN FIC SAENZ - BK 1 in series of 2 
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Hot Boy Summer 

Jiménez, Joe 

Four gay teens in Texas have the summer of their lives while discovering 

important truths about realness, belonging, and friendship in this joyful 

young adult contemporary novel for fans of Adam Silvera and Becky Albertalli. 

Mac has never really felt like he belonged. Definitely not at home—his dad’s 

politics and toxic masculinity make a real connection impossible. He thought 

he fit in on the baseball team, but that’s only because he was pretending to be 

someone he wasn’t. Finding his first gay friend, Cammy, was momentous; 

finally, he could be his authentic self around someone else. But as it turned out, 

not really. Cammy could be cruel, and his “advice” often came off way harsh. 

And then, Mac meets Flor, who shows him that you can be both fierce and 

kind, and Mikey, who is superhot and might maybe think the same about him. 

Over the course of one hot, life-changing summer, Mac will stand face-to-face 

with desire, betrayal, and letting go of shame, which will lead to some huge 

discoveries about the realness of truly belonging. Told in Mac’s infectious, 

joyful, gay AF voice, Hot Boy Summer serves a tale as important as hope for 

four gay teens doing what they can to connect and have the fiercest summer of 

their lives. New friendships will be forged, hot boys will be kissed…and girl, the 

toxic will be detoxed.  

TEEN FIC JIMENEZ 
 

 

Dear Wendy 

Zhao, Ann 

Sophie Chi is in her first year of college and has long accepted her aroace 

(aromantic and asexual) identity. She knows she’ll never fall in love, but she 

enjoys running an Instagram account that offers relationship advice to students 

at her school. No one except her roommate can know that she’s behind the 

incredibly popular “Dear Wendy” account. When Joanna “Jo” Ephron (also a 

first-year student and aroace) created their “Sincerely Wanda” account, it 

wasn’t at all meant to be taken seriously. But now they might have a rivalry of 

sorts with Wendy’s account? Oops. As if Jo’s not busy enough having existential 

crises over gender identity, whether she’ll ever truly be loved, and the 

possibility of her few friends finding The One then forgetting about her! While 

tensions are rising online, Sophie and Jo grow closer in real life, especially once 

they realize their shared aroace identity. Will their friendship survive if they 

learn just who’s behind the Wendy and Wanda accounts? 
TEEN FIC ZHAO 
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