
Here is a list of some of the teen books available in our library 
collections about racism. This is not a complete list of titles. For more 

resources, please contact our librarians. 
 
 
 
 

 

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas  
 
After witnessing her friend's death at the hands of a police officer, Starr Carter's life is 
complicated when the police and a local drug lord try to intimidate her in an effort 
to learn what happened the night Kahlil died.   
 

Book: http:// https://search.livebrary.com/record=b5107824~S85 

Audiobook: https://search.livebrary.com/record=b5153521~S85 

Ebook: https://livebrary.overdrive.com/media/3956340 

EAudiobook: https://livebrary.overdrive.com/media/2985772 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On the Come Up by Angie Thomas 
 
Sixteen-year-old Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all time. So Bri pours 
her anger and frustration into her first song, which goes viral...for all the wrong 
reasons. Bri soon finds herself at the center of a controversy, portrayed by the media 
as more menace than MC. But with an eviction notice staring her family 
down, Bri doesn't just want to make it—she has to. Even if it means becoming the very 
thing the public has made her out to be. Insightful, unflinching, and full of heart, On 

the Come Up is an ode to hip hop from one of the most influential literary voices of a generation. It is 
the story of fighting for your dreams, even as the odds are stacked against you; and about how, 
especially for young black people, freedom of speech isn't always free.  
 
  Book: https://search.livebrary.com/record=b5227806~S37 
               Audiobook: https://search.livebrary.com/record=b5391011~S37 
  Ebook: https://search.livebrary.com/record=b5392176~S37 
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All American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely 
 
When sixteen-year-old Rashad is mistakenly accused of stealing, classmate Quinn 
witnesses his brutal beating at the hands of a police officer who happens to be the 
older brother of his best friend. Told through Rashad and Quinn.  
 
 
EBook: https://search.livebrary.com/record=b4995720~S37 
EAudiobook: https://search.livebrary.com/record=b5006073~S37 

 
 
 
 

Black and White by Paul Volponi 
 
Two star high school basketball players, one black and one white, experience the justice 
system differently after committing a crime together and getting caught.  
 
Book: https://search.livebrary.com/record=b3886130~S37 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Martin by Nic Stone 
 
Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor student, and always there to help a friend—
but none of that matters to the police officer who just put him in handcuffs. Despite 
leaving his rough neighborhood behind, he can't escape the scorn of his former peers or 
the ridicule of his new classmates. Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. for answers. But do they hold up anymore? He starts a journal to Dr. King to find 
out. Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best friend, Manny, windows 

rolled down, music turned up—way up, sparking the fury of a white off-duty cop beside them. Words 
fly. Shots are fired. Justyce and Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the media fallout, it's Justyce who 
is under attack.  
EBook: https://search.livebrary.com/record=b5203062~S37 
EAudiobook: https://search.livebrary.com/record=b5203303~S37 
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I’m Not Dying with You Tonight by Gilly Segal & Kimberley Jones 
 
Told from two viewpoints, Atlanta high school seniors Lena and Campbell, one black, 
one white, must rely on each other to survive after a football rivalry escalates into a 
riot.  
  
Ebook: https://search.livebrary.com/record=b5445189~S37 
Eaudiobook: https://search.livebrary.com/record=b5465638~S37 

 
 
 
 

Piecing Me Together by Renée Watson  
 
Jade believes she must get out of her poor neighborhood if she's ever going to succeed. 
Her mother tells her to take advantage of every opportunity that comes her way. And 
Jade has: every day she rides the bus away from her friends and to the private school 
where she feels like an outsider, but where she has plenty of opportunities. But 
some opportunities she doesn't really welcome, like an invitation to join Women to 
Women, a mentorship program for "at-risk" girls. Just because her mentor is black and 

graduated from the same high school doesn't mean she understands where Jade is coming from. She's 
tired of being singled out as someone who needs help, someone people want to fix. Jade wants to 
speak, to create, to express her joys and sorrows, her pain and her hope. Maybe there are some things 
she could show other women about understanding the world and finding ways to be real, to make a 
difference.  
Book: https://search.livebrary.com/record=b5106574~S37 
Ebook: https://search.livebrary.com/record=b5147891~S37 

 
 
 

How It Went Down by Kekla Magoon  
 
When sixteen-year-old Tariq Johnson is shot to death, his community is thrown 
into an uproar because Tariq was black and the shooter, Jack Franklin, is white, 
and in the aftermath everyone has something to say, but no two accounts of 
the events agree.  
 

Ebook: https://search.livebrary.com/record=b4824958~S37 
Eaudiobook: https://search.livebrary.com/record=b5268831~S37 
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Open Mic: Riffs On Life Between Cultures In Ten Voices  
Shares stories about growing up in diverse homes or communities, from an 
Asian youth who gains temporary popularity by making up a false background, 
to a biracial girl whose father clears subway seats by calmly sitting between two 
prejudiced women.  
 
Book: https://search.livebrary.com/record=b4667207~S37 

  

 
 

Black Enough  
Stories of Being Young & Black in America  
by Ibi Zoboi & Tracey Baptiste  
Black Enough is an essential collection of captivating stories about what it's like 
to be young and Black in America.  
 

Ebook: https://search.livebrary.com/record=b5393230~S37 
Eaudiobook: https://search.livebrary.com/record=b5392588~S37 
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